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OUR STORY
The Children's Services Council of St.
Lucie County is governed by ten local
representatives. According to Florida
law, the Council is made up of five
members of the community, of which
four are elected officials and five
community residents appointed by the
Governor. Officers are elected annually
by Council members. The board
members currently serving are:

The Children's Services Council of St.
Lucie County is an independent
district whose mission is to improve the
quality of life for ALL children in St.
Lucie County. Created in 1990 and
reaffirmed in 2014, the Children's
Services Council represents our
community's commitment of creating a
safe, productive and flourishing St.
Lucie County by making children a top
priority. The Children's Services
Council provides programs and
resources for local families that focus
on:

Kathryn Hensley, Chair
School Board Member
Marilyn Lawless, Vice-Chair
Governor Appointee
Pat Alley, Secretary
Governor Appointee
Linda Bartz
St. Lucie County Commissioner
Assistant Chief Richard Del Toro
Governor Appointee
Eric Finkel
Governor Appointee
Wayne Gent
Superintendent of School
Amy Gregory
Department of Children and Families
Lieutenant Carmine Izzo
Governor Appointee
Honorable James W. McCann
Circuit 19 Juvenile Judge

Ensuring every baby is a healthy
baby
Stopping child abuse before it starts
Keeping kids off the streets
Keeping them in school, and
Keeping them away from drugs,
alcohol and other risky behaviors.
Children's Services Council of St. Lucie
County has worked tirelessly over the
past 28 years to ensure that our
community is a great place to raise
children. By evaluating local needs
and strategically targeting
investments, along with the help of our
partners, we have been able to create a
culture in our community that allows
every family in every neighborhood
access to the tools to ensure that St.
Lucie County is for Our children, Our
community and Our future.

The following pages provide an
overview of our Fiscal Year 2016-2017
accomplishments. For more detail,
visit our website at www.cscslc.org
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OUR COMMUNITY

50,717
INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN SERVED*

BY CITY
Total Fort Pierce:
23,574*
Total Port St. Lucie:
27,143*
*represents aggregate total of children served

BY AGE GROUP
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Number of Children Served

BY ZIPCODE
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*represents aggregate total of children served

OUR PRIORITY AREA

ENSURING EVERY BABY
IS A HEALTHY BABY
OUR FOCUS
In our community, resources like our voluntary
newborn home visitation program and the BRAIN
development program provide support to
parents at critical times in their young baby's
life. These resources, along with others, help
families establish a healthy start for our
newest and most vulnerable residents.

OUR PROGRAMS
BRAIN (Building
Readiness Among Infants
Now)
Healthy Families
Infant/Family Resource
Infant Mental Health

Music & Movement
Mother Baby Home
Visitation
Newborn Home Visitation
Treasure Coast Early
Steps

OUR IMPACT

In St. Lucie County, all mothers
who give birth in any of our area
hospitals are able to receive a
nurse home visit within one
week from arriving home with
their newborn. The visiting
nurse checks the health of baby
and mother as well as answers
questions the caregivers may
have.
The home visitation programs
have helped reduce risk factors
that lead to infant mortality and
child abuse as well as helping
keep our promise to ensure that
every baby is a healthy baby.

Item 5
84%

84%

of all St. Lucie County births received a
voluntary nurse home visit.
Item 1
16%

children served

of parents improved parenting skills, including
parent-child interactions

Item 1
4%

Item 5

96%

4,752

$1,168,547
3%

Item 5

97%

of parents increased knowledge of early brain
development and stages of child development
leading to school readiness
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spent

OUR PRIORITY AREA

STOPPING CHILD ABUSE
& BUILDING STRONG
FAMILIES
OUR FOCUS
Paramount to a child's success is the
encouragement and structure of the family.
Helping families overcome obstacles,
strengthen parenting skills, and build cohesive
family supports are vital to the success of the
family unit. We believe that every child is
capable of success, NO exceptions.

OUR PROGRAMS
211 of Palm Beach and
the Treasure Coast
Children of Promise
Family Support Services
Heart Gallery Adoption
Support
High Hopes for Kids

Infant Mental Health
Kids at Hope
Safe Families
Strengthening Families
Supporting Families in
Crisis
Youth Grief Services

Under stress and without the
proper tools, parents and
caregivers often revert to how
they were treated as a child,
which in some cases can lead to
abuse or neglect.
Last year, each family who
participated in one of our
funded programs showed no
signs of abuse or neglect, even
up to one year after completing
the program. These programs
are stopping child abuse
before it starts.

OUR IMPACT
Item 5

100%

of parents improved parenting skills including
skills to prevent child abuse or neglect

2,127
children served

Item 5

100%

of children improved coping skills including
anger management, empathy, and self-control

3%

Item 5

97%

of families increased skills to prevent child
abuse as evidenced by no reports of abuse or
neglect
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$920,977
spent

OUR PRIORITY AREA

KEEPING KIDS IN
SCHOOL
OUR FOCUS
In order for a child to be successful in school,
they first have to show up ready to learn.
Children's Services Council provides resources
to students that offer access to healthcare,
reading mentors for students and family support
to ensure school attendance.

OUR PROGRAMS
Big Brothers Big Sisters
Reads
Early Learning Coalition
Child Care Match
Help Me Behave
PACE Center for Girls

Pediatric Oral Health
Program
Project ROCK North
Project ROCK South
School Nurse Program
Truancy Program

One of the greatest indicators
of a child's school success is
their reading proficiency.
Working with local programs, we
support reading mentors for
struggling students in
Kindergarten through 3rd grade.
These programs are keeping
kids in school and ensuring they
have the skills to remain
successful.

OUR IMPACT
Item 5
82%

of children K to Grade 3 improved their reading
skills

82%
18%

Item 5

87%
13%

Item 5

4%

96%

38,136

of children served in participating Elementary
and K-8 schools reduced their rate of
unexcused absence

children served

of children in participating programs were
promoted to the next grade level

$1,383,767
spent
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OUR PRIORITY AREA

KEEPING KIDS OFF
THE STREETS
OUR FOCUS
Keeping kids off the streets and engaged in
positive activities helps to motivate them to
stay on a continued path of success. When the
school bell rings at the end of the day, children
and youth need to be engaged in positive
activities. These activities not only keep them
safe and off the streets, but also help to keep
them motivated to stay on a path of success.

OUR PROGRAMS
Boys & Girls Clubs of St.
Lucie County
Computer Assisted
Tutorial
Frontline for Kids
Future Generations
The Arc Afterschool

Girl Scout Leadership
Helping Kids Succeed
Helping Youth Succeed
Multi-Cultural Resource
Center
Save our Children, Inc.
YMCA Afterschool

OUR IMPACT
Item 5
88%

88%
12%

Item 5
92%

91%

2,480

of participating youth improved or maintained
their academic performance.

of youth increased judgment, decision making
and social interaction skills to prevent juvenile
delinquency referrals

1%

Item 5
99%

99%

All of the afterschool programs
supported by the Children’s
Services Council focus on
academics, physical activity,
social interaction and building
positive decision-making skills
to prevent youth from joining
gangs or becoming involved in
the Department of Juvenile
Justice.

8%

of participating youth had less than three
unexcused school absences during each nine
week period
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children served

$1,628,717
spent

OUR PRIORITY AREA

KEEPING KIDS OFF
DRUGS, ALCOHOL
& OTHER RISKY
BEHAVIORS
OUR FOCUS
Children’s Services Council believes that the
primary educator for youth about preventing
their involvement in drugs, alcohol or other risky
behaviors should be the parent. Programs that
educate youth and their parents on the realities
of drug and alcohol use lead to realistic family
discussions about the consequences of those
behaviors.

OUR PROGRAMS
Adolescent Health
Directed Girls Growth
ITP Teen
Parent Teen Community
Connection

Student Assistance
Teen Choices
Teen Life Choices

OUR IMPACT
100%

98%

of teens participating in programs did not
become pregnant

Item 5
100%

100%

Item 5
100%

100%

2%

Item 5
98%

100%

of youth served in participating schools
increased knowlege about alcohol, tobacco
and other drugs

of parents increased comfort levels in
communicating with their child

teen mothers did not become pregnant
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These programs are working
with parents to give them the
skills to ensure we are keeping
kids away from drugs, alcohol
and other risky behaviors.
"It's better for parents to be
open and talk about the issues
their kids are facing. There is
just too much misinformation
and mixed messages in the
world for kids to sort through on
their own to make smart
decisions." - Jose Tabar, father
of four.

3,199

children served

$921,264
spent

OUR TARGETED ALLOCATIONS

SUMMER LEARNING
PROGRAMS
OUR FOCUS
Research has proven that students lose ground
academically when they are out of school for the summer.
Our goal to address summer learning loss starts with
supporting strong programs that engage children in
summer learning opportunities. Summer learning's new
form of blended academic, hands-on activities combined
with arts, sports, technology and building relationships
gives student's the gains they need to not lose ground
academically during the summer months.

OUR PROGRAMS
In addition to our annually funded afterschool
programs, the following programs provided summer
learning opportunities in 2017 in our community.*
City of Fort Pierce
Summer Jam Basketball
Camp
Club Pure Summer
Learning
Ft. Pierce Police Athletic
League

Give Back 2 Kids Camp
Level Up
St. Lucie County Camp at
LPCC
Youth 4 Change

*See our website for a list of current summer opportunities.

735

children served
in additional
summer programs

3,199

$236,807
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spent on new or
expanded summer
learning programs

OUR TARGETED ALLOCATIONS

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
& SPECIAL PROJECTS
OUR FOCUS
We have always put a priority on connecting people to the resources available in our
community and recently have made a shift to broaden that scope to focus on fostering and
enhancing the trust our community has placed in us. Working collaboratively with our
neighbors, coworkers, congregation members and partners, we are finding the path to ensure
the well-being of the children and families in our community.

OUR HIGHLIGHTS
Distributed more than 5,000 Family Guides
to Programs to local parents
Officially became a Campaign for GradeLevel Reading community
Increased the number of Little Libraries to
62, making books available in nearly every
SLC zipcode
Hosted a kickoff for St. Lucie Reads at First
Data Field offering free tickets for families
and free books to more than 1,000 children
who attended
Supported more than 25 local community
events
Sponsored $1 Summer Movies at Regal
Cinemas boosting them to be the busiest
location in S. Florida
Continued the successful weekly radio
show on WFLM 104.5 The Flame, with
monthly televised spots on WLX-TV, St.
Lucie Public Schools' public station
Supported water safety lessons for more
than 200 local children

Recognized 5 Outstanding Youth
participating in funded programs to receive
$1,000 scholarships following their high
school graduation
Supported the Lil' Feet project through St.
Lucie County Fire District to provide new
shoes to low-income children
Partnered with the St. Lucie County
Chamber of Commerce to honor a
Community Impact Award winner each
month at the Coffee with the Port St. Lucie
Mayor event
Supported the expansion of childcare for
infants by assisting with furniture and
equipment to open new infant rooms in
select Early Learning Coalition centers
Hosted the 8th Annual Sounds of the
Season Holiday concert at the Historic
Sunrise Theatre featuring performances by
youth in our funded programs
Supported furnishings for the St. Lucie
County Sheriff's Office Pop Up Party Trailer

3,199

STATISTICS

8.5k+

700+
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300+

1k+

OUR BUDGET
TOTAL SPENT IN FY 2016-2017: $7,668,494

ADMINISTRATIVE
8%

COLLECTION
3%

8%
3%

OUR
INVESTMENTS
ALSO HELPED
DRAW DOWN
AN ADDITIONAL
$5.9 MILLION
IN OTHER
FUNDING AND
PROVIDED
MORE THAN 400
LOCAL JOBS IN
OUR COMMUNITY.

PROGRAMMING
89%

89%

SPENDING BY PRIORITY AREA
ENSURING EVERY BABY
IS A HEALTHY BABY
20%
19%

KEEPING KIDS OFF
THE STREETS
27%
27%

KEEPING KIDS
AWAY FROM
DRUGS & RISKY
BEHAVIORS15%
15%

8.5k+

STOPPING CHILD
ABUSE
& BUILDING
700+
300+
STRONG FAMILIES 15%
15%

KEEPING
KIDS IN
SCHOOL
23%

1k+

23%
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Created and supported by the community for more than 20 years, the Children's
Services Council of St. Lucie County provides programs and resources for local
families that focus on:
Ensuring every baby is a healthy baby
Stopping child abuse before it happens
Keeping kids off the streets
Keeping them in school, and
Keeping them away from drugs, alcohol and risky behaviors
Get connected to learn more about the Children's Services Council of St. Lucie
County and the resources available for you and your family.

Find out how you can become part of our community's success
today. Join the Children's Services Council of St. Lucie County
and our partners as we work together to engage our community
in reading success.

ENGAGE
Making reading part of
family time with your kids
teaches them valuable
lessons and gives you
new and engaging ways
to connect with them.

MENTOR

DONATE

For as little as one hour
per week, you can
provide the foundation
for a local child to be
successful in school and
beyond.

As we work to get books
into the hands of
struggling readers,
please consider
donating gently used
children's books or
making a tax-deductible
donation to purchase
books.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
WWW.STLUCIEREADS.ORG

