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Children's Services Council of St. Lucie County

OUR DEDICATED
BOARD
The Children's Services Council of St. Lucie County is governed by ten local
representatives. According to Florida law, the Council includes five members of the
community, of which four are elected officials and five community residents appointed
by the Governor. Officers are elected annually by Council members. The board
members currently serving are:

Linda Bartz, Chair

Eric Finkel

St. Lucie County Commissioner

Governor Appointee

Amy Gregory, Vice-Chair

Wayne Gent

Department of Children and Families

Superintendent of Schools

Deb Hawley, Secretary

Commander Carmine Izzo

School Board Member

Governor Appointee

Pat Alley

Marilyn Lawless

Governor Appointee

Governor Appointee

Asst. Chief Richard DelToro

Honorable Michael J. Linn

Governor Appointee

Circuit 19 Juvenile Judge

In 2022, we also said farewell to Judge
Robert "Bob" Meadows who had
graciously served as a Council Member
since 2019. Judge Meadows was always
focused on ensuring that decisions
made by the Council benefitted ALL
children in our community, especially
those that landed in his courtroom.
Thank you for your service, Judge!
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WHO WE
ARE
The Children's Services Council of St. Lucie County is an independent district whose mission is to
improve the quality of life for ALL children in St. Lucie County. Created in 1990 and reaffirmed in
2014, the Children's Services Council represents our community's commitment to creating a
safe, productive, and flourishing St. Lucie County by making children a top priority. The
Children's Services Council provides programs and resources for local families that focus on:
Ensuring every baby is a healthy baby
Stopping child abuse
Keeping kids in school
Keeping kids off the streets, and
Keeping kids away from drugs, alcohol, and other risky behaviors
Children's Services Council of St. Lucie County has worked tirelessly to ensure that our
community is a great place to raise children. By evaluating local needs along with the
help of our partners, and targeting resources strategically, we have been able to create a
culture in our community that allows every family to have access to the tools they need
that ensure St. Lucie County is a place for Our children. Our community. Our future.

OUR TEAM
Tonya Andreacchio

Jim Dwyer

Ashley Mock

Capacity Building Coordinator

Director of Programming

Chief Operating Officer

YiMell Bello

Jessica Suriel

Xerox O'Connell

Project Specialist

Fiscal Specialist

Fiscal & HR Specialist

Sean Boyle

Thomas Jefferson
Chief Financial Officer

Paula Rivera

Chief Executive Officer

John Cesar

Sandy Mack

Community Engagement Coordinator

Program Specialist
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OUR
CHILDREN
We collect demographic data from the programs providing services to
children and families in our community. Last year, our funded program
partners served:

31,848
INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN*

PSL: 18,246
FP: 13,602
*represents aggregate total of children served

The majority of children served were ages 5-9.

62%

18%

15%

4%
1%
AGES 0-4

AGES 5-9
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AGES 10-14

AGES 15-17

AGE 18
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OUR
FINANCIALS
$11 million

Nearly
supported children and families
throughout St. Lucie County in 2020-2021 in five priority areas.

27%
23%
19%
16%
15%

KEEPING KIDS OFF THE STREETS
KEEPING KIDS IN SCHOOL
ENSURING EVERY BABY IS A
HEALTHY BABY
KEEPING KIDS OFF DRUGS
& RISKY BEHAVIORS
STOPPING CHILD ABUSE

TOTAL EXPENSES IN 2020-2021 = $10,539,886
ADMIN, 7%
PROGRAM FUNDING AND SUPPORT, 90%
COLLECTION, 3%
Our investments into community based programs also helped draw down
an additional $5.4 Million in funding and provided over 550 local jobs.
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ENSURING EVERY BABY
IS A HEALTHY BABY
OVERVIEW
To help strengthen parent/child bonding and ensure that our youngest and most vulnerable
residents have every opportunity for a healthy start, the Children's Services Council funds
programs in a continuum of care that works to support parents at critical times in their young
baby's life.

73%

of all St. Lucie County newborns received

99%

of parents/caregivers improved parenting

a voluntary nurse home visit

skills, including parent/child interaction

of parents increased knowledge of early

100%

brain

development

and

stages

of

child

development leading to school readiness

97%

of children in participating programs were
up-to-date with immunizations
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STOPPING CHILD
ABUSE
OVERVIEW
Success of a family unit relies greatly on the supports and strengths of those family members.
Helping

families

overcome

obstacles,

strengthening

parenting

skills

and

building

strong

communication are vital to the success of every child.

of children improved coping skills including

83%

anger

management,

empathy,

and

self-

control

of parents/caregivers improved parenting

94%

skills

including

those

to

prevent

child

abuse or neglect

of families served increased skills to

99%

prevent child abuse as evidenced by no
reports of abuse or neglect up to one year
after services

of parents/caregivers increased their

95%

knowledge of parenting and child
development
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KEEPING KIDS IN
SCHOOL
OVERVIEW
In order for a child to be successful in school, they first have to show up ready to learn.
Children's Services Council provides resources to students that offer access to healthcare,
reading mentors for struggling students and family supports to ensure school attendance.

2,200+

children

working

parents

were

enrolled in quality childcare

of

96%

of

children

programs

served

were

in

promoted

participating
to

the

next

grade level

94%

of children served in participating
programs improved their reading skills

86%

of children in participating programs
reduced their rate of unexcused absences
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KEEPING KIDS OFF
THE STREETS
OVERVIEW
Keeping kids engaged in positive activities helps to motivate them to stay on a continued path
of success. These activities not only keep them safe and off the streets, but also help them
grow academically and expand their social and emotional learning.

of

92%

youth

in

improved

or

participating
maintained

programs
academic

performance

of

93%

youth

making

increased

and

social

judgment,
interaction

decision
skills

to

avoid school and delinquency referrals

of youth increased their ability to identify

97%

bullying practices and learned methods to
stop bullying

89%

of participating youth had less than 3
school absences each quarter
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KEEPING KIDS OFF DRUGS,
ALCOHOL & OTHER RISKY
BEHAVIORS
OVERVIEW
Did you know that when they are asked teens overwhelmingly respond that want their parent
to be their primary educator on preventing their involvement in drugs, alcohol or other risky
behaviors? Programs that educate youth and their parents on the realities of drug and alcohol
use lead to realistic family discussions about the consequences of those behaviors.

of

98%

youth

tobacco,

increased
and

knowledge

other

drugs

about
(and

alcohol,
reported

decreased substance use/other risky behaviors)

77%

of

youth

increased

knowledge

of

skills

to

postpone sexual involvement

of youth improved knowledge of human

98%

development/sexual health, including risks
and prevention of STIs and pregnancy

91%

100%

100%

of teen mothers did not become pregnant

of teens in participating programs did not
become pregnant

of parents increased comfort levels in
communication with child about health issues
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SUMMER LEARNING &
SUMMER PASSPORTS
OVERVIEW
Research has proven that students lose academic ground during the summer when they are
out of school. That, coupled with COVID has taken valuable instructional time away from our
youth. Our goal to address the learning loss starts with supporting strong programs that
engage children during any out-of-school time. By blending academics, hands-on activities
and

combining

the

arts,

sports,

technology

and

relationship

building,

students

have

the

support they need to mitigate any learning loss during the summer months.

94%

of youth participating in summer learning programs improved or
maintained math and reading skills to prevent summer learning loss

Additionally, we at Children's Services Council believe it's important for the youth in our
community to have a solid understanding of our community's history and all that is offered
here. For the past 3 years, we have worked closely with the St. Lucie County Chamber of
Commerce
community.

to

present

Through

the

the

Summer

program,

Passport
summer

program
camps

to

have

summer
the

camp

partners

opportunity

to

visit

in

our

local

businesses, museums and participate in activities that some children may otherwise not get to
experience, even things that exist right in our own backyard. A list of participating vendors
can be found on our website.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH
& ENGAGEMENT
OVERVIEW
We have always prioritized connecting people to the resources available in our community. In
recent years, we have made a shift to also include opportunities to foster and enhance the
trust our community has placed in us. Working collaboratively with our neighbors, coworkers,
congregation members and partners, we are finding the path to ensure the well-being of the
children

and

families

in

our

community

by

communicating

with

them

consistently

and

transparently.

From our weekly radio show to getting back to in-person events, we have capitalized on ways
to educate and inform residents about the program resources available to them. Here are a
few highlights from 2020-2021:
10,000 Family Guides distributed to local residents and businesses.
Continued weekly radio show on 104.5 The Flame with monthly broadcast on WLX-TV and
posted as Facebook video series.
Returned to the stage of the Sunrise Theatre for the 10th Annual Sounds of the Season
holiday concert.
Continued monthly recognition for an individual working in one of our funded programs as
our Community Impact Award Winner broadcast on Facebook Live on ALL IN - hosted with
the St. Lucie County Chamber of Commerce.
Presented at 14 community events to share the work of Children's Services Council with
residents.
Attended more than 17 community events to distribute information, including books.
Hosted

More

Than

a

Game,

a

targeted

outreach

for

father

figures

to

learn

about

community resources, discuss fatherhood and play basketball.
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STRATEGIC SHORT-TERM
FUNDING
OVERVIEW
The mission of the Children's Services Council has always been to improve the
quality of life for all children in our community. But we know that some of that
work is very long-term and often, dedicated resources could facilitate quick
changes in our community that would have a lasting impact.
With that criteria in mind, the board selected areas in which to focus strategic funding
initiatives that supported the following efforts:
Continued partnership with Career Source Research Coast, Early Learning Coalition and
the Kellogg Foundation to assist working families with childcare subsidies as they ascend
out of poverty.
Continued partnership with the St. Lucie County Chamber of Commerce to offer local
educational and recreational opportunities to participating summer camp programs.
Expanded partnership with Community Foundation of Martin & St. Lucie County to
provide capacity building supports to funded program partners.
Continued the implementation of new data systems, known as The Hub, for both internal
use as well as collection of program data to facilitate strategic decision making and
accountable spending of existing funds
Expanded STEM education to youth through First Tee Treasure Coast's STEMLinks
program by offering access to existing youth development programs
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ST. LUCIE
READS
OVERVIEW
St. Lucie Reads is a public campaign to ensure that students are reading at grade
level by 3rd grade. Through partnerships with local businesses and organizations,
we are working together as a community to support the efforts of: school
readiness, summer learning and school attendance.
Our community partners work together to ensure that children and families in our
community are equipped with the best possible opportunities for success. Through our St.
Lucie Reads initiative, we are making a measurable impact throughout our community. Thirdgrade reading success matters to all of us because it directly impacts our quality of life.

Like many of our partners, COVID-19 changed many of the plans we had for St. Lucie Reads
related projects, but by working with community partners, we were still able to safely
distribute books into the hands of children in our community. Here are some highlights:

20,688

books were distributed at community events and
through local partnerships including over 10,000 that
were donated from the Marine Foundation Toys for Tots
program. Those books were distributed to students at
local childcare and targeted elementary schools.

2022

250+

children received
one-on-one support
from volunteer
reading mentors
throughout the
community
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OUR FUNDED PROGRAM
PROVIDERS
The programs below are those currently being funding for the 2021-2022 fiscal year.

211 Helpline
211 Crisis Hotline Support
Help Me Grow

ALPI
Computer Assisted Tutorial

Area Agency on Aging
Foster Grandparent Program

Big Brothers Big Sisters
BBBS Reads
Reading Bigs

Boys & Girls Clubs of St. Lucie County
A+ Attendance Support
CORE Clubhouse Afterschool

Children's Home Society
Teen Life Choices

Cleveland Clinic Martin Health
Mother Baby Home Visitation

Club Pure
Project ROCK North

Early Learning Coalition of St. Lucie County
Subsidized Child Care Match
FATES

Easter Seals Florida
Treasure Coast Early Steps

END IT, Corp.
END IT Afterschool

Families of the Treasure Coast
Parent Teen Community Connection
People Empowering People

Florida Community Health Centers
Adolescent Health Program

Florida Department of Health St. Lucie County
Community Based Doula Program
School Nurse Program
Sunny Smiles Pediatric Dental Program

Frontline for Kids
Frontline, Inc.

Future Generations, Inc.
Music Enhancement

Girl Scouts of Southeast Florida
Girl Scout Leadership

2022

Healthy Start Coalition
Healthy Families
Nurse Home Visitation Program
Teen Choices

Helping People Succeed
B.R.A.I.N/Infant Family Resource
Help Me Behave
Helping Kids Succeed
Helping Youth Succeed

Henderson Behavioral Health
Wraparound Intervention

Hibiscus Children's Center
Safe Care
Supporting Families in Crisis

In the Image of Christ, Inc.
Directed Girls Growth

Inner Truth Project
Inner Truth Teen

Multi-Cultural Resource Center
MRC Next Level

New Horizons of the Treasure Coast
Student Assistance Program

PACE Center for Girls Treasure Coast
Transition Servivces

Project ROCK South
Roundtable of St. Lucie County
Kids at Hope
Ignite Youth Alliance

Save Our Children, Inc.
Tutorial, Cultural, Recreational & Social

Sword Outreach & Mentoring
Higher Learning & Community Opportunity

The Arc of St. Lucie County
Afterschool & Summer Program

The Lindsey School of the Arts
LSA Afterschool
Treasure Coast Food Bank
Benefits Outreach

Treasure Coast Hospice
Good Grief Supports

Tykes & Teens
Infant Mental Health
TRUST / Afterschool Counseling Support

YMCA of the Treasure Coast
YMCA Afterschool

Sundays at 10AM on 104.5 The Flame
now on your favorite podcasting platforms:

St. Lucie Reads is a network of individuals and
organizations working together in our community to
ensure that all children are reading at grade level by the
end of third grade.

ENGAGE

MENTOR

DONATE

Making reading part
of family time with
your children teaches
them valuable lessons
and gives you new and
engaging ways to
connect with them.

For as little as one hour
per week, you can provide
the foundation for a local
child to be successful in
school and beyond by
serving as a reading
mentor in their classroom.

As we work to get books
into the hands of struggling
readers, please consider
donating gently used
children's books or making
a tax– deductible donation
to purchase books.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:

WWW.STLUCIEREADS.ORG

